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Sudip Parikh, AAAS CEO has been sending an important message with each Science Journal A @ ‘. ﬂ ‘Li )1( ﬁ >0 ;ﬂ ﬁ{{l ﬁ& ™ Lt {li ey [*J % ﬁ - o @
volume recently “Ignoring evidence can harm lives during a crisis. That's why [we] are working jj % 8"%’ !j 5& ij 2 ;t Ht 23] M ”. {—‘T Tﬁ_ "’ ﬂ? * izl (PR £20200616 : ’
harder than ever to ensure we are a sound voice for science " This is unfortunately very true: during BE W E M & 7 55. [Sg 15 i.j: m =] ;T% fiie . =g Home / Search / The pharmaceutical practice of mask distribution by pharmacists in Taiwan's commu
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powerful people in the scientific community (e.g. Dr. Fauci, Dr. Adhanom, Dr. Aylward) [1-3]. 2N R I . G & - 0
In their article, Kupferschmidt et al. asked a question that everyone knew its answer. The actual W WMETITHBEREES = The pharmaceutical practice of mask distribution by
question should be, what country would use inhumane measures especially when much better il AROH % L7 &% }E &t n —— N : 2 2 s . ¢
alternatives work even better? Ironically, better and more humane measures and the places where 5&! b}Z 'fT ?’Z ﬁ E} 91& '{i" N ﬁ !3‘ EE by & NS e e : - e " pharmaC|St5 in Taiwan'’s communl’ty pharmames under the
they were implemented never make the important sections of many scientific journals [4], because © AR MR R RY JHE % SE Sk OB P o 2 = Mask Real-Name System, in response to the COVID-19
many of them must dedicate space for praising China instead of helping people worldwide. How -H- AR B A LT B % J 7 | 2 NRFEERBEEES
about a reality check? China caused the worst pandemic in the 21st century thus far regardless of ﬁ gﬁ‘ fﬂ 8 Lo i3 A ﬁ fﬁ fﬁ E H! 3 ¢ Clence'——« & outbreak
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its great COVID-19 containment strategy. While Taiwan provided high quality masks for free to ?ﬁf x m % % .! A & CP ﬁ w n 5'13‘21:5» ] T} HH : S et » LAY, JUNYEYE ,_‘_ T
countries worldwide affected by COVID-19 [4], China was selling faulty masks and test kits to m & m B § N B B O 6. FEEEEREE 4 COTS( Effectiveness and Resou‘rCf:' Allocation ; 18(1):45-45, 2020.
various countries [5]. Another one of China's “great” strategies perhaps. H B g X4 B ’ Article | WHO COVID | ID: covidwho-874004
First and most important strategy is to prevent misinformation in any form, be it from experts or ‘ ﬁ ﬁ ﬁ % o E ik E % g *ﬂgf’iﬁl}b
others. Second, focus on what's easier and most feasible. Rather than start new lines for 3!5 MR H N 8 4 5 54 i bt
ventilators production, increase face masks production. Taiwan created 60 new production lines 2 gg ﬁ ﬁ fﬁ ] ” m H ﬁ = Similar
increasing daily capacity from 1.8 to 8 million masks [4]. E 2 g B(J * ! + ] ! .
Many countries are hoping to come out of lockdowns and are really looking for methods that are ¥ ﬂ m m z B ﬁ 's ’ T
effective and easy to implement. At first experts stated that face masks do not work and that $ ’ & \ ;x » ag s B
people should stay inside [1]. Taiwan is undeniable proof that facemasks alone can prevent the ﬂ(] ﬁ ﬁ -’a !’f ﬁ ' MEDLINE
spreading of a pandemic and lockdowns aren't necessary 4. Moreover, if caution is taken, being - I e A, =N




